Planning/Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting
February 2, 2015
4400 New Jersey Avenue
Wildwood, NJ 08260
The meeting of the Wildwood Planning/Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order on February 2, 2015 by Chairman Porch at 6:00 PM at Wildwood City Hall, 4400 New Jersey Avenue, Wildwood, NJ.
Chairman Porch led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman Porch read the Open Public Meetings Act.
Roll Call:  
Present:  Timothy Blute, Jason Hesley, Michael Porch, Todd Kieninger, Dorothy Gannon, Carol Bannon, Joseph Spuhler,
Absent:  Daniel Dunn, Denise Magilton, Anthony Leonetti
Also present: Mrs. Kate Dunn (board secretary), Mr. William Kaufmann of Cafiero & Kaufmann and Mr. Raymond Roberts of Remington and Vernick.
______________________________________________________________________________
New Business:
Applicant:  Axios & Sons, LLC 19-14Z
Attorney:   Brian Callaghan, Esquire
Architect:  Obelenus Architecture, LLC
Brian Callaghan from the Law firm Thompson & Thompson representing Axios & Sons, LLC.  The property is known as 135 E. Spicer Ave.  
The proposal tonight is to open a craft distillery with retail sales, productions of spirits and tastings.  The property is currently a vacant warehouse and has been vacant for some time.  The applicant purchased it a # of months ago.  
It is a 1&1/2 story building that is in the GC, General Commercial zone.  They do need a D variance because retail sales are permitted in the GC zone but production of spirits is not permitted.  
Mr. Kaufmann that the applicant is applying to the board for a craft distillery license.  Mr. Kaufmann explains to the board under title 33 there are a variety of production licenses and distillery licenses.
Mr. Callaghan states they have a craft distillery in existence in Buena Vista.  
Carol Kafkalas, part owner of Axios & Sons states they are 1 of the 1st craft distilleries in the states of NJ.  They opened their establishment in Buena Vista in November.  
 Mr. Callaghan has series of 5 pictures that he has marked as exhibit A-2.  The pictures are of the building in Buena Vista and the intent is to establish the same look here in Wildwood.  They want to be recognized as Lazy Eye Distillery so when people see the building they know who they are.  
The applicants are also contractors so they are able to do a lot to the building inside and out to make it appealing.  They are also a family run business.  The owners and their 2 sons make the product themselves and they also give the tours and do the tastings.  
Nick Kafkalas, part owner of Axios & Sons goes into how the process works.  
A typical tour would be making reservations online or come to the establishment for the tour.  They customer would get a tour and 3 tastings.  Their youngest son typically gives all the tours with a little history of prohibition then gives a tour of the still and fermentation room and then after that you are led to the bottling room and tasting bar where you are given 3 half shots.
It is important to note that they are not running a bar and the tasting room is that only.  A typical tour and tasting is about 20 to 30 minutes and they charge $10 for the tour.  It is a high end establishment and they attract tourists that are interested in going to wineries and touring breweries.  
They handcraft the products, they ferment and distill. There will be 2 stills here.  
The exterior is going to look exactly like the pictures. It will be stucco, new roof and landscaping.  The interior colors will also be exactly like the one in Richland.  
The will have at least an 8 hour business day. There will be a maximum of 6 employees and they will not be on the site all at the same time.  Generally there will be 1 employee and a supervisor. 
There is no need for a loading zone since they received all their deliveries at their Richland site and then the supplies would be brought down by the owners in their SUV.  
They are asking for a variance for parking since there is no parking on site.  They are 6 spots short of the requirement.
People will hear about the business through advertisement and word of mouth.  They expect people to get to them by walking from the boardwalk or Convention Center or using on street parking or the various public lots.  
The existing sidewalk is in good condition but if there is any cracks or trip hazards they would remove and replace it as needed.
They don’t accumulate that much trash.  Inside the establishment they will have an area to keep trash. There will be no dumpsters.
They are producing Vodka and at the February they will launching their other 2 products. They will be the 1st in the United States to produce a Greek spirit called Raki and also be producing a vodka cocktail.  By summer they are hoping to produce a Gin.  
They have been operating the Richland distillery since November 1st and have been well received by the public.  People who are looking to open up a distillery have visited their premises.
The price range for a bottle is typically about $35 because they are premium spirits.  
They use little plastic shot glasses that are disposable.  
There are no table or chairs as a restaurant would.  
Mr. Obelenus talks about the renovations.  All renovations are going to be on the ground floor.  Portion of it will be the public area and a portion will be the production area.  It will look very similar to the one in Richland with stucco materials, colors and lighting.  They intend to replace the roof.  
Mr. Obelenus thinks that they are well suited for the fact that they are in the GC zone.  He states with the public coming and going they are going to activate the corner and they will have a good presence of customers going in and out of the building.  
Mr. Obelenus states he doesn’t see any negative impact on neighborhood and he expects it to fit in very nicely with the city.  He also doesn’t see any substantial determent to the zone plan.
The positive criteria is it’s a tourist attraction that will benefit the overall community and it will be a desirable site as compared to what is there now.  
The purpose of the mechanical loft is it won’t be habitable and it will be for utility access and wiring. Air conditioning will be through the wall so there will not be any HVAC units in that space.  The closet will be used to store their supplies.
This will be a seasonal business open May through October.  They would like to be in Wildwood because of the number of tourists that come to Wildwood on a weekly basis.  
Mr. Roberts states there are several pre-existing non conformities. He also talks about the utilities.  
The process is very clean and benign. It also does not have an odor.
Public Comments:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vincent Bakanowskis-113 E. Spicer Ave.-He disagrees with prior testimony that it will negatively impact the street.  There is one building between them



Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the December 1, 2015 meeting were approved.  All were in favor.
______________________________________________________________________________
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:22PM
______________________________________________________________________________
The preceding minutes are a summary of events that occurred during this meeting on the above mentioned date in compliance with New Jersey State Statute 40:55D, 2-7-6. These minutes are not nor are they intended or represented to be a verbatim transcription taken 




